
 
 

Wednesday, February 19, 2025 – First Baptist Church Buda 

Midweek Prayer Meeting & Bible Study 
 

 
EPHESIANS: HOW TO LIVE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE – PART 6 

“What God Wants You to Know” - Ephesians 1:18-19 

 

“15Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 

saints, 16do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; 

that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us 

who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ 

when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 

heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every 

name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put 

all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is 

His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” – Ephesians 1:15-23 (NKJV) 

 

If you could buy a book that contained a concentration of a lifetime of thinking and 

experience on spiritual matters by one of the greatest Christian leaders of all time, would 

you do it? Would you read it and study it and try to plumb the depths of its wisdom? What 

about if you could read aloud all six chapters of the book in only 19 minutes? I’m speaking 

about Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 

➢ Even though Ephesians is so short, Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ exposition of it takes eight 

volumes! He has 37 messages on chapter 1 alone!  

➢ John Calvin’s 48 sermons on Ephesians take up 705 pages.  

➢ The Puritan William Gurnall in The Christian in Complete Armor takes almost 1,200 

pages to expound on Ephesians 6:10-20! 
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So there is far more depth in this short epistle than I can begin to understand or apply to my 

own life, much less to expound on. So as we come to it, we must pray with the apostle Paul 

(Ephesians 1:17-19), …  “17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 

give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of 

your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, 

what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding 

greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty 

power.” 

 

➢ The English poet, Samuel Coleridge, said that “Ephesians is the divinest composition of 

man.” 

➢ Another writer refers to it as, “Ephesians is the Grand Canyon of Scripture, because it is 

breathtakingly beautiful and apparently inexhaustible to the one who wants to take it in” 

(cited by, James Boice, Ephesians [Baker], p. 1).  

➢ Martyn Lloyd-Jones calls Ephesians “Ephesians is the sublimest and the most majestic 

expression of the gospel.” (God’s Ultimate Purpose [Baker], p. 12). 
 

 
 
 

KEY BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR EPHESIANS 

To gain a better understanding of the Book of Ephesians, consider the following background 

information: 

1. Authorship: The Apostle Paul -  Traditionally attributed to the Apostle Paul. 

2. Date of Writing: A.D. 60-63 -  Likely written around A.D. 60-63 during Paul's Roman 

imprisonment. 

3. Place of writing: Rome – Paul wrote the book/letter of Ephesians from a Roman prision 
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4. Audience: Ephesian Christians at Ephesus and surrounding area Addressed to the 

Christian community in Ephesus, a major city in Asia Minor. Ephesians is considered a 

“circular letter” meant to be circulated to church in the area of Ephesus… possibly the 

same 7 churches  

5. Purpose: How to live the Christian life To strengthen the faith of believers and address 

issues of unity and spiritual maturity. 

6. Themes: Grace, the church, and holy living - Key themes include grace, the church 

as the body of Christ, and the importance of living a holy life. 

7. Structure: Ephesus is divided into two main sections -   Divided into two main 

sections: doctrinal teachings (chapters 1-3) and practical applications (chapters 4-6). 

8. Cultural Context: Ephesus was center of commerce and religion -  Ephesus was a 

center of commerce and religion, known for the Temple of Artemis. 

9. Significance: Mystery of the gospel and inclusion of Gentiles -  Emphasizes the 

mystery of the Gospel and the inclusion of Gentiles in God's plan. 

10. Spiritual Warfare: Ephesians’ emphasis on the spiritual battle Concludes with a call 

to spiritual readiness and the armor of God (chapter 6). 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“18the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of 

His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 

exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His 

mighty power ” – Ephesians 1:18-19 (NKJV) 

 

Application Questions 

1. Why is it important to know “what is the hope of His calling”? What are the 

practical applications of this truth? 

2. Why is it important to know “what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 

the saints”? How does this apply? 

3. Why is it important to know “what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward 

us who believe”? How does this apply? 

4. If God’s power toward us is so great, why do so many Christians fall into serious 

sin? 

 

When you buy a new gadget, it comes with an owner’s manual that tells you how to operate 

it. Many of us skim the manual quickly (at best), or never bother to read it at all. That’s too 

tedious, and besides, we think that we’re smart enough to figure this out without reading the 

directions. But then we can’t figure out why this stupid product doesn’t work right! Maybe 

we need to go back and read the manual! 

 

God has given us His Word as the manual for our salvation… 

➢ It tells us all we need to know to walk with God and live wisely in light of eternity.  

➢ But, as we do with so many owner’s manuals, we read it superficially or hardly at all 
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➢ Then wonder why the Christian life isn’t working the way it’s supposed to!  

➢ We need to go back and read the manual carefully, asking God to give us His wisdom 

and understanding. 

 

In Ephesians 1:15-23, Paul is praying that God would give the saints (that is you and I as 

Christians) a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the true knowledge of Him. In verses we are 

looking at this evening in Ephesians 1:18-19, he elaborates on what that means, namely, that 

God wants us to know about four (4) essentials about our salvation that will give us 

assurance about our high calling as God’s people. They will give us the hope and eternal 

perspective that we need to endure trials. They will give us the strength to persevere in 

godliness. 

4 Essentials God Wants Us to Know: (about our salvation that will give us assurance 

about our high calling as people of God) 

(1) God wants you to know you must ask Him to enlighten the eyes of your heart 

(2) God wants you to know what is the hope of His calling  

(3) God wants you to know what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 

saints 

(4) God wants you to know what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us 

who believe 

 

KEY CONCEPT: God wants you to know the hope of His calling, the riches of the glory 

of His inheritance in the saints, and the surpassing greatness of His power toward 

believers. 

 

GOD WANT YOU TO KNOW YOU MUST ASK GOD TO ENLIGHTEN THE EYES 

OF YOUR HEART 

 

The first phrase of verse 18 is literally, “18the eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened…” I understand it to be explaining in more specific detail Paul’s words in verse 

17, that God would give us “a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the true knowledge of 

Him.” To know these spiritual truths, God must open our eyes. 

 

Paul describes unbelievers in Ephesians 4:18 as, “18 having their understanding darkened, 

being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of 

the blindness of their heart...” In other words, sin blinds the minds of unbelievers and 

renders them incapable of understanding the truth of the gospel, unless God opens their blind 

eyes (2 Cor. 4:4, 6). 

 

But here, Paul is writing to believers (“saints,” “us who believe,” 1:18, 19). Even though 

God has opened our eyes to see and believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, we still must 

seek Him to enlighten the eyes of our hearts so that we will come to a deeper understanding 

of these crucial truths. “The eyes of our hearts” refers to our total inner person, which 
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includes the intellect, the emotions, and the will. In other words, this is not just an intellectual 

ability to understand or teach these truths. There are seminary professors who can exegete 

the Greek text here, but these glorious truths do not thrill their hearts. The knowledge that 

Paul is praying for includes an intellectual grasp of the truth, but it also grips our emotions and brings our will into 

greater submission to the lordship of Jesus Christ. 

 

Here is how this applies… As a believer, you are always in need of the Holy Spirit to 

enlighten the eyes of your heart to the great truths of the Bible. 

 

 

As a believer, you are always in need of the Holy Spiri 
 to enlighten the eyes of your heart to the 

great truths of the Bible 
 

Many Christians have a “stick your head in the sand” attitude when it comes to grappling 

with the difficult doctrines of the Bible. They say, “I don’t bother with theology. I just love 

Jesus.” Some even think that studying theology is spiritually dangerous. But they are being 

intellectually lazy and exposing themselves to spiritual danger! Paul saw fit to teach simple 

believers, many of whom were slaves, the great doctrines of Romans and Ephesians and his 

other letters. 

 

Certainly, there is always the danger of spiritual pride that comes from thinking that you 

know more than others know. There is the danger of stopping at knowing doctrine, rather 

than allowing the doctrines to give you greater personal knowledge of the God of whom the 

doctrines speak. But the antidote to these dangers is not to remain ignorant. Rather, it is 

constantly to be praying as you study the Word, “Lord, enlighten the eyes of my heart so 

that I may know, love, and obey You better!” 

 

Having prayed then that God would enlighten the eyes of our hearts, Paul specifies things 

that God wants you to know… 

 

GOD WANTS YOU TO KNOW WHAT IS THE HOPE OF HIS CALLING 

 

Paul later (in Ephesians 4:4) will talk about “the hope of your calling,” but here he refers to 

“the hope of His calling.” Why does he do that? 

 

What is the Hope of HIS Calling?: 

(1) The hope of His calling means that He took the initiative in our salvation - “Call” 

or “calling” is used with reference to salvation in two senses. 
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2 Senses of His Calling’s Reference to Salvation: 

1. There is the general call of the gospel that goes out to all people - Jesus used the 

word in this sense when He said, “Many are called, but few are chosen” in Matthew 

22:14. The invitation goes out to everyone, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you 

will be saved.” But many ignore the invitation or make up excuses for why they 

cannot respond 

 

John Bunyan (1628-1688) 
 

 John Bunyan, in his work, Justification by an Imputed 

Righteousness, gives seven reasons why people reject the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. You will notice he begins with six reasons and then like. 

Let’s see if we can grasp what he is saying about why people don’t receive the gospel. 

Consider his words below:  

 

Bunyan says, “There are six things that on man’s part are the cause he receiveth not 

the gospel of Christ, and so life by him.” 
 

 

6 Reasons Why People Reject the Gospel: (by John Buyan) 

[1] They see not their state by nature, how polluted they are with original sin      

      (Ephesians 2:2) - 

[2] They see not the justice of God against sin; they know not him that hath said,  

      ‘Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense’ (Hebrews 10:30) - 

[3] They cannot see the beauty of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 4:4) - 

[4] Unbelief being mighty in them, they dare not venture their souls with Jesus     

      Christ. They dare not trust to His righteousness, and to that only (Revelation  

      21:8) -  

[5] Their carnal reason also sets itself against the word of faith, and cannot stoop  

      to the grace of Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 2:14) -  

[6] They love to have honour one of another, they love to be commended for their  

      own vain-glorious righteousness; and the fools think that because they are  

      commended of men, they shall be commended of God also: ‘How can ye  

      believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that  

      cometh from God only?’ (John 5:44) -  

 
Write down one reason (the most significant reason in your opinion) in the space  

below that people (someone) don’t receive the or reject the gospel of Jesus Christ: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.monergism.com/topics/puritans/john-bunyan-1628-1688
https://ref.ly/Eph%202.2;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Heb%2010.30;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/2%20Cor%204.4;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/1%20Cor%202.14;esv?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/John%205.44;esv?t=biblia
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2. There is also the effectual (capable, successful, powerful, useful, able) call that 

always accomplishes God’s purpose of saving His chosen people - Paul writes in 

Romans 8:30, “And these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He 

called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.” That 

sequence is certain! Spurgeon compared the general call of the gospel to the sheet 

lightning that you see on a summer night. It gives off light, but it doesn’t strike 

anything in particular. But the effectual call is the lightning bolt that connects. Paul 

always uses the word “call” to refer to this effectual call of God that actually saves 

the one called (Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians 

[Eerdmans], p. 75). The practical application of this is that your salvation does not 

rest on your choosing Christ, but rather on His finding, saving, choosing you. As Paul 

puts it in 2 Timothy 1:9, God “…has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 

according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was 

granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity.” Knowing that you are saved because in 

eternity God purposed to save you and that His purpose is certain, will give you 

assurance you when you’re struggling with doubt or failure. It will encourage you to 

go on. It will fill you with thanksgiving, joy, and hope. It is “hope” that Paul here 

links with God’s effectual call. 

 

(2) The hope of His calling is the certainty of increasing blessing and joy in Christ, 

beginning now and lasting through all eternity - Scholars are divided over whether 

“hope” refers to the subjective emotion or to the objective content of our promised 

blessings in Christ. 

 

By “subjective emotion” we mean personal individual (particular) feeling or sentiment 

(“I hope so” but there is some unsureness associated). By “objective content” we mean 

impartial and unbiased substance (in other words, it is a surety of God’s promise, not 

wishful thinking but settled fact)? 

 

What do you think? Is the “hope of His calling” based on subjective emotion (I hope 

so!) or on objective content (Hope in God’s settled promises to us)? Explain below! 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

In my opinion, you can’t separate the two, because when your eyes are enlightened to 

know objectively all that God has promised to give you in Christ, it fills you with hope 

subjectively in your heart. 

 

Paul describes people who do not know Christ in Ephesians 2:12 as, “strangers to the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” But, as we’ve seen 

Ephesians 1:13, believers have been “sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise.”  
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➢ Since God’s promises are as certain as He is faithful, the hope of our calling is not 

some vague, wishful thinking that everything will work out for our good.  

➢ Rather, if we are the called according to God’s purpose, then we know that He is 

actively working all things together for our good, both in time and in eternity (Romans 

8:28) 

➢ So even in the most difficult trials, we can be filled with hope 

➢ Romans 15:13 reminds us, “13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 

in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

➢ Thus as Christians, we should be filled with hope because we know that God has 

called us to salvation.  

➢ Our faith in Christ did not originate with our feeble will, but with the sovereign, 

eternal will of God. 

➢ Therefore we know that He will fulfill all of His promises to us.  

➢ We will be with Him forever in heaven, where there will be no suffering or tears or 

death.  

➢ We will be perfect in righteousness and in love for God and one another.  

➢ We will enjoy perfect happiness in a perfect environment where nothing will be 

spoiled by sin.  

➢ Even more, we will be in the presence of the One who loved us and redeemed us with 

His blood. 

 

As 1 John 3:2-3 puts it, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared 

as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we 

will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, 

just as He is pure.” 

 

So pray for others and for yourself, that God will enlighten the eyes of your heart through 

His Word so that you will know what is the hope of His calling. 

 

GOD WANTS YOU TO KNOW WHAT ARE THE RICHES OF THE GLORY OF 

HIS INHERITANCE IN THE SAINTS 

 

“18the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of 

His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 

exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His 

mighty power ” – Ephesians 1:18-19 (NKJV) 

 

➢ It would have been a tall enough prayer if Paul had prayed that we would know God’s 

inheritance in the saints. 

➢ It grows even taller when he prays that we would know the glory of God’s inheritance in 

the saints. 
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➢ But it is mind-boggling when he prays that we will know “the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints”! 

 

How can we begin to fathom a prayer like that? 

 

The Greek text may be interpreted in either of two ways... 

 

2 Ways to Interpret Ephesians 1:18: (the phrase “the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints”) 

(1)  Some take it to mean, “the riches of the glory of the inheritance that comes from God 

and is enjoyed among the saints” - In other words, they take it to be a prayer that we 

would come to know all of the spiritual blessings that God has given to us. In favor of 

this view is the context of Ephesians 1 (verses 3, 11, & 14). Also, the parallel passage 

(Colossians 1:12) refers to our sharing “in the inheritance of the saints in Light.” Other 

Scriptures also refer to the inheritance that is stored up for those who are God’s children 

through faith in Christ (Acts 20:32; 26:18; Heb. 9:15; 1 Pet. 1:4). Problem: One 

argument against taking it this way is that it becomes almost a repetition of the first part 

of the prayer, to know the hope of His calling. But there are many good reasons to 

interpret the text this way. 

(2) A second way to interpret it is that it refers to the inheritance that God has in His 

people - In other words, we are God’s possession, purchased by the blood of Christ. Thus 

we are His portion or inheritance which He will finally and ultimately possess throughout 

eternity. Many Old Testament texts speak of Israel as God’s chosen portion or 

inheritance. For example, Deuteronomy 32:9 says, “For the Lord’s portion is His people; 

Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance.” Psalm 33:12 proclaims, “Blessed is the nation 

whose God is the Lord, the people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance.” (See, 

also, Deut. 4:20; 7:6; 9:26, 29; 1 Kings 8:51, 53 Ps. 28:9; 33:12; 78:62, 71; 106:5, 40; 

Isa. 19:25; 47:6; 63:17; Jer. 10:16; 51:19; etc.). 

 

In Ephesians 1-3, Paul is emphasizing that although the Gentiles were formerly alienated 

from God and strangers to His promises to Israel, now in Christ they are equal members of 

God’s covenant people. Just as the Jews were formerly God’s chosen inheritance, now His 

inheritance is in the saints, the church, made up of Jewish and Gentile believers on equal 

footing. 

 

New Testament scholar F. F. Bruce writes (The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and 

to the Ephesians [Eerdmans], p. 270), “That God should set such high value on a community 

of sinners, rescued from perdition and still bearing too many traces of their former state, 

might well seem incredible were it not made clear that he sees them in Christ, as from the 

beginning he chose them in Christ.” 
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Why did God do this? Bruce adds (p. 271), “Paul prays here that his readers may appreciate 

the value which God places on them, his plan to accomplish his eternal purpose through 

them as the first fruits of the reconciled universe of the future, in order that their lives may 

be in keeping with this high calling and that they may accept in grateful humility the grace 

and glory thus lavished on them.” 

 

Our future is that throughout eternity we will actually share in Christ’s glory! I love that 

don’t you? I’m humbled… maybe even humiliated by that! I don’t deserve that, but I get it 

anyways… talk about spoiled! 

 

In Ephesians 5:27, Paul says that God’s aim is “that He might present to Himself the church, 

in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and 

blameless.” In Colossians 1:27, Paul says that to the saints, “God willed to make known 

what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the 

hope of glory.” 

 

While I can’t begin to explain this adequately (I need more enlightenment from God!), Paul 

wants us to get a glimpse of our glorious future so that we will live in light of it right now. 

Either way you interpret this phrase, whether we are heirs to a vast fortune in heaven or 

whether we are God’s special inheritance (both are true), the application is the same. We 

must live as citizens of heaven who belong to God. We must live as saints, God’s holy ones, 

separate from this evil world. 

 

Warren Wiersbe (Be Rich [Victor Books], pp. 13-14) writes, “When she was young, Victoria 

was shielded from the fact that she would be the next ruling monarch of England lest this 

knowledge spoil her. When her teacher finally did let her discover for herself that she would 

one day be Queen of England, Victoria’s response was, ‘Then I will be good!’ Her life would 

be controlled by her position. No matter where she was, Victoria was governed by the fact 

that she sat on the throne of England. Even so, we will reign with Christ! Knowing that, we 

should live as His special people.” 

 

So Paul asks God to enlighten the eyes of our hearts so that we will know what is the hope 

of His calling and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. Finally, 

 

GOD WANTS YOU TO KNOW WHAT IS THE SURPASSING GREATNESS OF 

HIS POWER TOWARD US WHO BELIEVE 

 

“18the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of 

His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 

exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His 

mighty power ” – Ephesians 1:18-19 (NKJV) 
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Again, Paul piles up words to describe God’s power. It would seemingly be enough to 

mention the power of God, who is omnipotent. But, Paul adds, “the surpassing greatness of 

His power,” and then goes on to say (Ephesians 1:19-21) that this power is “in accordance 

with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He 

raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above 

all rule and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the one to come.” Wow! 

 

John Calvin helpfully explained why Paul throws in just about every word that he can to 

describe God’s power towards us who believe. He said that godly people who are engaged 

in daily struggles with inward corruption realize that it requires nothing less than the 

surpassing greatness of God’s power to save us. He said that we never form adequate 

conceptions of the treasure of the gospel, or if we do, we can’t persuade ourselves that these 

things pertain to us, because they are so far from what we experience. Then he adds (Calvin’s 

Commentaries [Baker reprint], on Eph. 1:19, p. 214): 

 

Paul’s object, therefore, was not only to impress the Ephesians with a deep sense of 

the value of Divine grace, but also to give them exalted views of the glory of Christ’s 

kingdom. That they might not be cast down by a view of their own unworthiness, he 

exhorts them to consider the power of God; as if he had said, that their regeneration 

was no ordinary work of God, but was an astonishing exhibition of his power. 

 

There are at least six ways that God wants us as believers to know the surpassing greatness 

of His power toward us: 

 

6 Ways God Wants Us to Know the Surpassing Greatness of His Power Toward Us: 

(1) God wants us to know the surpassing greatness of His power that saved us - Martyn 

Lloyd-Jones (God’s Ultimate Purpose [Baker], pp. 391-422) argues at length that Paul is 

referring here to the power of God in raising us from spiritual death to spiritual life when 

He saved us. He argues (p. 391) that Paul’s object in this section is to give the saints 

assurance and certainty in their faith. Thus here Paul is emphasizing God’s power that 

already saved us rather than the power that He gives to sustain us. In other words, if we 

now have come to believe in Christ, we can know that it took nothing less than God’s 

mighty power to bring us to that point. Salvation is not a joint project, where we teamed 

up with God to bring it about. Rather, as Paul will go on to say, we were dead in our sins, 

but God raised us up. Paul wants to encourage us as we realize that our salvation is 

evidence of God’s surpassingly great power at work in us. I agree that this is Paul’s main 

aim. 

(2) God wants us to know the surpassing greatness of His power that enables us to 

persevere through trials - In the parallel prayer in Colossians 1:11-12, Paul prays that 

we would be “strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the 

attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has 
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qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.” In other words, God’s 

glorious, mighty power enables us to endure trials steadfastly, patiently, and joyously, 

with a thankful heart to the Father. 

(3) God wants us to know the surpassing greatness of His power to overcome 

temptation and live in holiness - God’s mighty power has granted us all that we need 

for life and godliness, so that we can escape the corruption that is in the world by lust (2 

Pet. 1:3-4). His power provides the way of escape from every temptation that we face (1 

Cor. 10:13; Eph. 6:10-13). 

(4) God wants us to know the surpassing greatness of His power to serve Him faithfully 

- Paul explained (Col. 1:29), “For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His 

power, which mightily works within me.” Laboring in His power is the antidote to 

burnout. 

(5) God wants us to know the surpassing greatness of His power for everything that He 

has called us to do - Paul wrote (Phil. 4:13), “I can do all things through Him who 

strengthens me.” He meant that he was able to face and accomplish whatever God called 

him to do (see also, Eph. 3:20). 

(6) God wants us to know the surpassing greatness of His power to keep us to the end - 

The fact that God exerted such mighty power to save us implies that His same mighty 

power will keep us. 1 Peter 1:5 says that we “are protected by the power of God through 

faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” Jude 24-25 proclaims, “Now 

to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of 

His glory blameless with great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. 

Amen.” As Paul shows (Rom. 8:30), the God who predestined you and called you will 

also glorify you. 

 

Our salvation from start to finish is due to the surpassing greatness of His power! 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

So if you’re having problems in your Christian life, if things don’t seem to be working as 

they should, maybe it’s time to go back and read the owner’s manual… “What God Wants 

You to Know” 

 

4 Things to Remember About the Owners Manuel Entitled, “What God Wants You to 

Know: 

(1) You can’t understand this manual by mere human insight or wisdom 

(2) To understand it, you must continually ask God to enlighten the eyes of your heart  

(3) He wants you to know the hope of His calling, the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, and the surpassing greatness of His power toward you. 

(4) To the extent that you understand these vast spiritual resources, you will enjoy God 

and glorify Him forever. 


