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Midweek Prayer Meeting & Bible Study
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EPHESIANS: HOW TO LIVE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE - PART 5
“Knowing God More Deeply” - Ephesians 1:15-17

“15Therefore | also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the
saints, *® do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: '’ that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him, ” — Ephesians 1:15-17 (NKJV)

If you could buy a book that contained a concentration of a lifetime of thinking and

experience on spiritual matters by one of the greatest Christian leaders of all time, would

you do it? Would you read it and study it and try to plumb the depths of its wisdom? What

about if you could read aloud all six chapters of the book in only 19 minutes? I’m speaking

about Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

» Even though Ephesians is so short, Martyn Lloyd-Jones’ exposition of it takes eight
volumes! He has 37 messages on chapter 1 alone!

» John Calvin’s 48 sermons on Ephesians take up 705 pages.

» The Puritan William Gurnall in The Christian in Complete Armor takes almost 1,200
pages to expound on Ephesians 6:10-20!

So there is far more depth in this short epistle than I can begin to understand or apply to my
own life, much less to expound on. So as we come to it, we must pray with the apostle Paul
(Ephesians 1:17-19), ... “!"that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 8the eyes of
your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling,
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, ° and what is the exceeding
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greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power.”

» The English poet, Samuel Coleridge, said that “Ephesians is the divinest composition of
man.”

» Another writer refers to it as, “Ephesians is the Grand Canyon of Scripture, because it is
breathtakingly beautiful and apparently inexhaustible to the one who wants to take it in”
(cited by, James Boice, Ephesians [Baker], p. 1).

» Martyn Lloyd-Jones calls Ephesians “Ephesians is the sublimest and the most majestic

expression of the gospel.” (God’s Ultimate Purpose [Baker], p. 12).
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KEY BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR EPHESIANS

To gain a better understanding of the Book of Ephesians, consider the following background

information:

1. Authorship: The Apostle Paul - Traditionally attributed to the Apostle Paul.

2. Date of Writing: A.D. 60-63 - Likely written around A.D. 60-63 during Paul's Roman
imprisonment.

3. Place of writing: Rome — Paul wrote the book/letter of Ephesians from a Roman prision

4. Audience: Ephesian Christians at Ephesus and surrounding area Addressed to the
Christian community in Ephesus, a major city in Asia Minor. Ephesians is considered a
“circular letter” meant to be circulated to church in the area of Ephesus... possibly the
same 7 churches

5. Purpose: How to live the Christian life To strengthen the faith of believers and address
issues of unity and spiritual maturity.
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6. Themes: Grace, the church, and holy living - Key themes include grace, the church
as the body of Christ, and the importance of living a holy life.

7. Structure: Ephesus is divided into two main sections - Divided into two main
sections: doctrinal teachings (chapters 1-3) and practical applications (chapters 4-6).

8. Cultural Context: Ephesus was center of commerce and religion - Ephesus was a
center of commerce and religion, known for the Temple of Artemis.

9. Significance: Mystery of the gospel and inclusion of Gentiles - Emphasizes the
mystery of the Gospel and the inclusion of Gentiles in God's plan.

10. Spiritual Warfare: Ephesians’ emphasis on the spiritual battle Concludes with a call
to spiritual readiness and the armor of God (chapter 6).

Application Questions

1. Someone says, “Knowing God sounds like a difficult process. Why can’t it be easier?”
Your response?

2. How can a Christian who is prone to grumbling develop a thankful heart in all things?

3. How can we develop and maintain a passion to know God?

4. Can we know God rightly apart from understanding sound doctrine? Can we know
doctrine without knowing God? If so, what’s the difference?

»I shared this quote with you on Sunday, from A. W. Tozer. Tozer begins his classic, The
Knowledge of the Holy with this provocative sentence, “What comes into our minds when
we think about God is the most important thing about us.” There is more to it thoughts.
Tozer goes on to argue, “We tend by a secret law of the soul to move toward our mental
image of God.” His words, of course, reflect the psalmist’s comment concerning those who
worship idols in Psalm 115:8, “Those who make them will become like them, everyone who
trusts in them.”

» If Tozer was right, then Martyn Lloyd-Jones was also right when he said, “Our supreme
need is to know God” (God’s Ultimate Purpose [Baker], p. 342; he said this often in his
writings). He meant, of course, to know God well, to know Him deeply, to know Him truly,
as He is revealed in His Word.

There is a legitimate sense in which every believer has come to know God. Jesus prayed
(John 17:3), “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom You have sent.” If you have eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ, you have
come to know God. And yet there is another sense in which we need to know God far more
deeply than we do. After 25 years as a believer, the apostle Paul said that he had not yet
attained to knowing Christ as he ought, but he pressed on toward that goal. Listen to Paul’s
words in Philippians 3:8-14 (READ: Philippians 3:8-14),
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“8What is more, | consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them
garbage, that I may gain Christ ®and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that
comes from God on the basis of faith. 1°1 want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of
his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, *and
so0, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained
all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which
Christ Jesus took hold of me. **Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have
taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, 1 press ontoward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” — Philippians 3:8-14 (NIV)

And if that was true of Paul, who wasn’t exactly an average believer, how much more is it
true of us! As the prophet Hosea wrote in Hosea 6:3, “Let us know, let us pursue the
knowledge of the Lord.”

5 Ways To Know God Better:

(1) Meet Him through Jesus Christ, who has given us access into His presence
(salvation)

(2) Spend time with Him, conversing, talking with Him in prayer, and listening to Him
through His Word (prayer)

(3) Study the Bible, dive deep into the Word of God, reflecting on its teachings, and
applying them to your life

(4) Pray: Establish a consistent prayer life to communicate with God, listening to His
voice and sharing your heart with Him

(5) Get to know God through the Holy Spirit

That his readers would know God more deeply is the main theme of Paul’s prayer in
Ephesians 1:15-23. He has just unfolded in one long sentence (Ephesians 1:3-14 in the
Greek) that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
» These blessings include being chosen by the Father (vv4-6)

» Redeemed by the Son, who has also revealed to us God’s eternal purpose (Vv7-12)

» And, sealed by the Holy Spirit (vv13-14)

Then Paul writes in Ephesians 1:15, “For this reason...” and goes on to tell them how he
prayed for them. The logical connection is, “Because God has given us such a wealth of
spiritual blessings, | pray that He would grant you a deeper experiential (empirical, observed,
practical, realistic) knowledge of Him.” Paul’s prayer shows us 2 things

2 General Things Paul’s Prayer (in Ephesians 1:15-17) Shows Us:
(1) It shows us that we should pray often for one another
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(2) It shows us what we should pray when we pray

We should also apply Paul’s prayer to ourselves. We often pray, “Lord, heal me of this
illness. Give me this job. Help me to do well in school.” While there is nothing wrong with
such prayers, they are rather shallow. We also ought to be praying, “Lord, give me a spirit
of wisdom and revelation in knowing You. Grant the same for my mate and my children,
and for all of the saints in our church.” Paul’s prayer here teaches us that...

KEY THOUGHT: We should pray that God would grant that His people know Him more
deeply -

It has often rightly been said that Christianity is not a religion.

It is a personal relationship with the living God

Personal relationships do not run on autopilot

It’s easy to have an exciting relationship when you first fall in love, but it takes deliberate
effort to keep your marriage close and growing as the years go on.

The same is true in your relationship with the Lord. When you first come to Christ, it’s
new and exciting.

But, it’s easy to lose that first love for Christ and to grow distant in your relationship with
Him. It becomes a routine or ritual. You aren’t growing to know Him more intimately.
So, you need to pray with Paul for yourself and for other believers, that God “may give
you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him” (v17).

YV V. VWV VVYVY

3 Things Paul is Telling us About Prayer in Ephesians 1:15-17:

(1) Since all spiritual blessings come from God alone, we should continually pray with
gratitude for all the saints

(2) Those marked by faith and love have begun well, but we should pray that God
would grant that they come to know Him more deeply

(3) Pray that God would give others and you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the

knowledge of Him

SINCE ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS COME FROM GOD ALONE, WE SHOULD
CONTINUALLY PRAY WITH GRATITUDE FOR ALL THE SAINTS

2 Truths to Keep in Mind as We Pray for the Saints (one another as Christians):

(1) All spiritual blessings come from God, so we must ask Him for them - We have
already seen that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places
in Christ, but that does not mean that we automatically experience these blessings. We
must desire these blessings and seek God for them, both for ourselves and for all of God’s
saints. Jesus said in Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” Hunger and thirst are pretty strong desires!
When a man is hungry or thirsty, he has only one thing on his mind, to find food and
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drink. He knows that he will die unless those needs are met soon. He is driven to satisfy
those needs. That’s how we should seek to know God.

How do we ask?:

1. Lay aside all pride - In Luke 10:21-22 we read of Jesus, “At that very time He
rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, ‘I praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have
revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.
All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son
Is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the
Son will to reveal Him.’” Thus, if we want to know Him, we must lay aside all pride
in our wisdom and intelligence and approach him as infants, in simple trust. We must
ask Him to reveal Himself to us.

2. Be obedient - But there is more, if we want the Lord to disclose Himself to us. In
John 14:21, Jesus said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one
who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him
and will disclose Myself to him. ” Maybe you’re thinking, “Doesn’t God love everyone
unconditionally? Then why does Jesus say that He will love the one who obeys Him?
That sounds like conditional love.” There is a general sense in which God loves the
entire world and sent His Son, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life
(John 3:16). But, there is also a special, intimate love that is reserved for those who
obey Him. Itis only to those in this close, love-trust relationship, that He reveals more
of Himself.

We understand this principle from our relationships...

> You only disclose your heart to those whom you trust.

> If you walk up to a stranger and start revealing personal matters, he will rightly think
that you are weird.

> Intimate, personal disclosure is reserved for those we know well, who are trustworthy
of that information. The same is true spiritually.

As David wrote in Psalm 25:14, “The secret of the Lord is for those who fear Him, and
He will make them know His covenant.” But, Paul’s prayer here gives us further
instruction in how to pray...

(2) Knowing that God has given us all that we are and have, we should continually thank
Him - Paul did not cease giving thanks because he had heard of the Ephesians’ faith in
the Lord Jesus and their love for all the saints. Some argue that this letter could not have
been intended for the church in Ephesus, because it sounds as if Paul heard these things
second hand. But, it had been at least four years since he had been there, and he was now
in prison in Rome. So he was continually thanking God for the good reports that he heard.
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In a sermon on this text (Sermons on Ephesians [Banner of Truth], p. 83), John Calvin
argues that Paul would have no reason to thank God for the Ephesians’ faith and love,
unless these qualities came from God alone. If people can believe of their own free will
apart from God’s sovereign grace, as many asserted in Calvin’s day and still assert, then
the praise for it ought not be given to God, because He didn’t have anything to do with it.
Calvin attacked the Catholic Church, which (like many evangelicals today) granted that
God must help us by His grace in part, “but, for all that, they will still have man exalted
and to attain to faith by his own doings.” But Calvin calls this a devilish opinion and
shows that it robs God of all the glory that He deserves in our salvation. So, if faith and
love come from God, we should thank Him in our prayers for these things. We can
commend those who are walking in faith and love, but we must be quick to divert all the
praise and glory to God alone, because if we were left to ourselves, we would never be
inclined to faith and love. Since all spiritual blessings come from God, we must
continually pray with gratitude for all of the saints when we see them walking with God.

THOSE MARKED BY FAITH AND LOVE HAVE BEGUN WELL, BUT WE
SHOULD PRAY THAT GOD WOULD GRANT THAT THEY COME TO KNOW
HIM MORE DEEPLY

Most of us would be quite content to hear of other believers who are living by faith in the
Lord Jesus and with love for all the saints. After all, that is virtually a summary of the two
great commandments. What more could you ask for? As Paul wrote in Colossians 2:6,
“Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.” \We received Him
by faith, and so we should walk daily by faith in Him. And we should love one another, as
He commanded us (John 13:34).

But, even though these believers in Ephesus were walking by faith in the Lord Jesus and
with love for one another, Paul prays for more...

2 Specific Ways Paul Prays for Believers:

1. Wisdom to know Him - He prays that God would give them “a spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him.” What does it mean to have “wisdom” to know
Him? (wisdom to know we need to know / wisdom to know how to know Him / wisdom
to seek after Him and how to / wisdom to recognize what is and isn’t Him etc.

2. Open eyes to know Him - He asks God to open the eyes of their hearts so that they
would know “what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us
who believe” (vv18-19). Why “open eyes” to know Him? What blinds our eyes to Him
and knowing Him? What can we do about it?

My point here is that it is not enough to pray for your loved ones that they come to faith in
Christ. Yes, pray for that, but don’t stop there. Once they’re saved, there is more! Pray that
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they would come to know God more deeply! Pray this prayer of Paul for other believers and
for yourself. If we’re complacent in our Christian walk, if we’re content where we’re at,
we’re in spiritual danger. There is always more of God to know and experience. Faith in the
Lord Jesus and love for all the saints is basic; so yes, pray for those qualities. But, also, pray
for deeper knowledge of God.

PRAY THAT GOD WOULD GIVE OTHERS AND YOU A SPIRIT OF WISDOM
AND REVELATION IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM

Note two things:

2 Challenging Things About Knowing God That Necessitate Praying for Wisdom and
Revelation in Knowing Him:

(1) The mystery of the Trinity and the inherent glory of God preclude us from knowing
Him through our own understanding - Paul refers to God as “the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory.” Whether you take “spirit” in verse 17 to refer to the Holy
Spirit or not, the doctrines of the Trinity and of God’s glory are evident in Ephesians 1.
No one can figure out who the glorious, triune God is from philosophy or reason or
intuition. While creation reveals His invisible attributes, His eternal power, and His divine
nature, unbelievers cannot know God through creation because they suppress the truth in
unrighteousness (Rom. 1:18-20). The natural man cannot understand the things of the
Spirit of God, because they are spiritually discerned (1 Cor. 2:14).

When Paul calls God “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,” it does not imply that Jesus is
not God. As Charles Hodge argues (Commentary on the Epistle to the Ephesians
[Eerdmans], p. 70), Paul’s words (1:15), “faith in the Lord Jesus” imply His deity.

The Bible is clear that we should not put our faith in any mere man, but in God alone.
Also, Paul here refers to God as “the Father of glory,” while in 1 Corinthians 2:8 he refers
to Jesus as “the Lord of glory.”

Clearly, Paul believed that Jesus is equal to the Father in His deity. So when Paul here
says, “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,” he is putting the emphasis on the humanity of
our Lord. While He was on this earth, Jesus referred to the Father as “my God” (Matt.
27:46; John 20:17). In His humanity, Jesus trusted in the Father as His God and He often
prayed to the Father.

Why does Paul use this designation of God here?

> | believe it is because Jesus showed us while He was on this earth how to live in
complete dependence on the Father and obedience to His will.

» He showed us how to commune with the Father in prayer.
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» Paul calls Him “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ” to show us that through Christ our
Mediator, we have access to the same God that Jesus prayed to when He was on this
earth. He is our great example.

But, Paul also calls Him, “the Father of glory.” That phrase is almost an oxymoron.
Father implies intimacy, love, and acceptance

But glory implies that He is transcendent and unapproachable.

God’s glory refers to His brightness, His majesty, and the awesome splendor of His
presence.

Whenever in the Bible anyone gets a glimpse of God’s glory, the response is always
fear and trembling. That

God is “the Father of glory” implies that He is the source of all glory.

All things have been created to glorify Him. As Paul has just shown, He chose us in
Him “to the praise of the glory of His grace” (Ephesians 1:4-6).

Christ redeemed us and revealed God’s eternal purpose, “fo the praise of His glory
(Ephesians 1:7-12).

He sealed us with the Holy Spirit, “fo the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:12-14).
The point is, God is not “the old Man upstairs.”

He is not our “good buddy in the sky.”

No, He is “the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory.”

YVVVY VY VV YV VVYYVY

We are mere creatures, and sinful creatures at that, who have rebelled against this
awesome God. The only way that we can come to know Him more deeply is if He will
graciously open our eyes and reveal to us a glimpse of His glory.

(READ: Exodus 33:12-23) One of the most instructive biblical illustrations of this
knowledge of the Holy One is when Moses asked God to show him His glory. Moses had
already seen the burning bush and heard God speak through it. He had already seen God
inflict the ten plagues on Egypt. He had seen God part the Red Sea and provide a dry path
for Israel, and then destroy the Egyptian army. He had seen God provide water from the
rock. He had met God at the tent of meeting, where the cloud of God’s glory descended.
He had spoken to God face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. He had just been on the
mountain in the presence of God for 40 days and nights, where he received the Ten
Commandments, written by the very finger of God. For most of us, that would be more
than enough, but not for Moses! After all of this, he dares to ask God (Exod. 33:18), “/
pray You, show me Your glory!” The Lord’s response is very interesting (Exod. 33:19-
20): And He said, “I Myself'will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim
the name of the Lord before you; and | will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and
will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.” But He said, “You cannot see
My face, for no man can see Me and live!” Then the Lord told Moses to hide himself in
the cleft of a rock, where God would cover Moses with His hand and pass by. Then the
Lord said that He would take away His hand and let Moses see His back, but His face
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would not be seen. Did you notice that when God revealed His glory to Moses, He
emphasized sovereign election? “I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom
I will show compassion.” His glory is inextricably bound up with His sovereign right to
show mercy to whom He wills and to harden whom He wills (see Rom. 9:15, 18).

I’m going to make a radical suggestion... If you don’t agree with me, then at least give it
some thought. It is: if you have not submitted to God’s sovereign right to be gracious to
whom He chooses and to harden whom He chooses, you do not yet know God as deeply
as you should. | base that statement on Ephesians 1, Romans 9, and also on Exodus 33,
which show that when God reveals His glory, He speaks about His sovereign right to be
gracious to whom He wills. Also, I make that statement because human reason would
never come up with the concept of God’s sovereign election and at the same time assert
the responsibility of men and women before Him. Human reason would accuse such a
God of being unjust (Rom. 9:11-23). You can only submit to that truth and rejoice in it,
as Jesus did (Luke 10:21-23) when the Holy Spirit reveals it to you.

(2) Because God dwells in unapproachable light, we must ask Him for a spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of Him - Scholars are divided as to whether “spirit”
refers to the human spirit or to the Holy Spirit. Some say that “a spirit of wisdom ™ makes
sense, but “a spirit of revelation” does not. Thus they take it as a prayer that the
indwelling Holy Spirit (1:13-14) would reveal the knowledge of God to these believers.
But, while recognizing that it must be the Holy Spirit who gives such knowledge, others
say that the language of God’s sealing these believers with the Spirit (1:13-14) would not
fit with a prayer here for God to give them the Holy Spirit.

So perhaps it is better to say that Paul is praying that God would give these believers

spirits characterized by wisdom and knowledge of Him that is revealed by God’s Spirit.

As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2, God’s Spirit is the One who reveals the things of God

to us. As Isaiah 11:2 prophesied of Messiah, “The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the

spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord.” So Paul is praying that we would have spirits that
are receptive to the truth about God that the Holy Spirit reveals through His Word. There

IS no new revelation about God today apart from the revelation of Scripture.

» |If someone claims to have some new revelation that cannot be found in the written
Word, run for cover!

» The spirit of wisdom enables us to live wisely by applying the knowledge of God
through His Word to our daily lives.

» The spirit of revelation opens our eyes to see truths about God from His Word that
natural reason and understanding cannot grasp (truths such as sovereign election,
predestination, and God’s working all things after the counsel of His will).

» Any dreams or visions about God must line up with Scripture, or they are false.
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CONCLUSION

Maybe you’re a history buff, and you have read a lot about President Bush. You know many
detailed facts about the man’s life and his presidency. But, you’ve never met him. You don’t
know him personally. Knowing him personally involves knowing many facts about him, but
it involves more. Personal knowledge involves a relationship. It requires time spent together.

Paul is not praying for an academic knowledge of theology about God, although that is
necessary in the process of knowing God. Rather, he is praying for a personal, experiential
knowledge of God Himself through Jesus Christ, who is the only way to know the Father
(John 14:6, 9).

Are you growing to know God personally through Jesus Christ, as the Holy Spirit reveals
Him to you through His Word? Is spending time with God in His Word a priority to you?
Knowing God is your supreme need, as Dr. Lloyd-Jones asserted. The quest of your life
should be to know Him more and more. With Paul, you should be able to say (Phil. 3:8), “I
count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whom | have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that | may
gain Christ.”

Everyone knows that God exists (or should know, nor can know). Romans 1:19-20,
“pecause what may be known of God is manifestin them, for God has shown it to
them. 2 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse.”

“God has made it plain” that He is real, “for since the creation of the world God'’s invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made, so that people are without excuse” (Romans 1:19-20). Some try
to suppress the knowledge of God; most try to add to it. The Christian has a deep desire to
know God better (Psalm 25:4).

In John 3 we read about a man who clearly wanted to know God better and who became
more studied than most in the things of God. His name was Nicodemus, and he was a
Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews. This Nicodemus knew that Jesus had come from God, and he
was truly curious to learn more about Jesus. Jesus patiently explained to Nicodemus how he
must be born again (verses 3-15). In order to know God better, Nicodemus had come to the
right person—-In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9).
Jesus is indeed the Word of God made flesh (John 1:14). Jesus revealed God through His
words and works. He even said that no one comes to the Father but by Him (John 14:6). If
you want to know who God is, look at Jesus.



https://www.bibleref.com/Romans/1/Romans-1-19.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/25/Psalm-25-4.html
https://www.bibleref.com/John/3/John-chapter-3.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Colossians/2/Colossians-2-9.html
https://www.bibleref.com/John/1/John-1-14.html
https://www.bibleref.com/John/14/John-14-6.html
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How To Know God Better?:

(1) Accept Christ as your Savior by Faith - So, we must start with faith. The first step in
knowing God better is to know Jesus Christ, who was sent from God (John 6:38). Once
we are born again by the power of the Holy Spirit, we can truly begin to learn about God,
His character, and His will. “The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God”
(1 Corinthians 2:10). By contrast, “the person without the Spirit . . . cannot understand
[the things of God] because they are discerned only through the Spirit” (verse 14). There
is a difference between the “natural” man and the “spiritual” man.

(2) Be Fully Devoted to God’s Word (the Bible) — Read it, study it, spend time in it, sit
under good solid Biblical preachers and teachers. Romans 10:17 says, “So faith comes
from hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ.” It cannot be emphasized enough how
the study of God’s Word, the Bible, is paramount to knowing God better. We must, “like
newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it [we] may grow up in [our]
salvation, now that [we] have tasted that the Lord is good” (1 Peter 2:2-3). God’s Word
should be our “delight” (Psalm 119:16, 24).

(3) Be filled with the Holy Spirit on an on-going basis - Those who are learning more
about God are also those who obey the command to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Born-
again believers always have the Holy Spirit, but Ephesians 5:15-21 teaches us to walk in
the Spirit and surrender to His will.

(4) Seek the Lord through prayer — In other words, develop a genuine, deep, fervent prayer
life. Prayer is also an important part of knowing God better. As we pray, we praise God
for His character and for what He has done. We spend time with Him, relying on His
power and allowing the Spirit to intercede for us “through wordless groans” (Romans
8:26).

(5) Eellowship and live out your life with the saints - Also consider that one can get to
know God better by fellowshipping with other believers. The Christian life was not meant
to be lived alone. We learn more about God through the preaching of God’s Word and
the godly counsel of those who walk with Him. Make the most of your church experience,
get involved, do small-group Bible study, go witnessing with fellow believers. Just like
a log ablaze on the hearth soon goes out when it is removed and placed aside, so we will
lose our fervor for God if we do not fellowship with other believers. But put the log back
into the fire with the other logs, and it will burn brightly again.

To summarize how to get to know God better: 1) Accept Christ as your Savior. 2) Read
His Word...it is alive (Hebrews 4:12). 3) On an on-going basis, be filled with the Holy
Spirit. 4) Seek the Lord through prayer. 5) Fellowship and live out your life with the
saints
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